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AND METHOD 
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m 1 0 2004 

Technology Center 2600 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the requirement to elect a single species, as set forth in the Office Action 
mailed February 9, 2004, applicants hereby provisionally elect the species I depicted in Fig. 2. 
Claims 1-18 and 28-45 are readable on the elected species. However, this election is made with 
traverse . 

The traversal of this election requirement is made on the grounds that the election 
requirement presented in item 1 on pages 2 and 3 of the February 9, 2004 is presented under 35 
U.S.C. 121; whereas, the present application constitutes the U.S. national phase of a PCT 
international application. Accordingly, U.S. restriction practice under 35 U.S.C. 121 is not 
properly applicable against the present U.S. national phase application; rather, PCT Unity of 
Invention practice is the applicable standard to be applied, and the Examiner did not apply such 
PCT Unity of Invention practice. 



• 



Therefore, withdrawal of the election requirement is respectfully requested. An 
examination on the merits of the application is also respectfully requested. 
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